
Professor Tasaku Tsunoda has been active in the revival 
movement of the Warrongo language of northeast 
Australia.  Having documented the language as a 
linguistics student in the 1970s when there were only one 
native speakers left, the Japanese native has become the 
sole remaining speaker of the language.  Now he is on a 
mission to pass on the stories he taped and 1,500 word 
dictionary he created to the community in an effort to 
reteach them their heritage language. 
 
Learn about his most recent work through the interviews and articles below:  
 
2010 
17 January 2010  
The Japan Times.  
‘Tokyo prof strives to rescue an Aboriginal language from oblivion’.  
http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/fl20100117x3.html 
 
 
6 September 2011 
ABC News. 
‘Japanese linguist helps revive an Aboriginal language’. 
A radio program: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-09-06/japanese-linguist-helps-revive-an- 
aboriginal/2872938 
and the transcript from the radio program: 
http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2011/s3310650.htm 
 
 
6 September 2011 
9 Newsbreak. 
‘Japanese link to lost Aboriginal language’. 
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/8295046/japanese-link-to-lost- 
 
 
7 September 2011 
Townsville Bulletin. 
‘Island language revived: Speaking in a lost language’ 
 
 
10 September 2011 
The Courier Mail: internet version. 
‘Teacher brings dying language home’. 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/ipad/teacher-brings-worrongo-language- 
home/story-fn6ck51p-1226133451763 
 
 
12 September 2011. 
The Australian. 
‘Linguist revives lost Aboriginal language’. 

 



http://www.theaustralian.com.au/higher-education/linguist-revives-lost- 
aboriginal-language/story-e6frgcjx-1226134561393 
 
16 September 2011  
Jiji Press. 
‘Japanese linguist saves Aboriginal language from extinction’. 
http://jen.jiji.com/jc/eng?g=eco&k=2011091600248 
 
 
 
17 September 2011 
ABC Radio National. 
‘Saving Warrungu’. 
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/awaye/stories/2011/3318759.htm 


