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& Let’s build PEACE in the Mediterranean through languages

Introduction

The teaching materials for Let’s Build Peace in the Mediterranean through Languages consist of 15
work activities all aimed at secondary school students, although some can be adapted to the final
levels of primary education. Each activity forms part of a trip that runs through 14 ports and locations
in the Mediterranean.

By directing a reading that hinges on richness and values of diversity, these activities highlight the
existence of different expressions of linguistic, religious and cultural diversity throughout the Medi-
terranean region. At the same time, the materials condemn situations in which this diversity is not
recognised.

The central and cross-cutting objective of this study is to conceive and recognise languages as tools
for building peace based on a strategy to prevent situations of inequality from being reproduced.
Specifically, the activities work on and study aspects such as the potentials of these languages; the
links between policy management and linguistic identity; the risks, dangers and consequences of the
standardisation process; the disappearance of a language; and egalitarian or unequal treatment.

The activities’ educational foundations are set over the interaction of three spheres: intercultural
education, respect for human rights and the values of peace. While exploring these spheres, the
students build a network from different landscapes and approaches, recognising coordination of the
three spheres as indispensable, in order to refer us and place us within a permanent context where
linguistic diversity and statuses of equality are recognised.

From the methodological point of view, the activities are presented using the same sequence. This
begins with introductory comments in which the main character of the journey (Carme) arrives at one
of the ports from where the activity will begin to unravel. Then, information related with the context
where the activity takes place is given, so that teachers and students can easily orient themselves and
consider items of interest that relate with the same activity. Next, the educational aims, content and
items to be considered by teachers before starting the activity are presented. Teachers can then follow
the steps that gradually make up activity, and at the end, information is made available in annexes to
enrich and supplement the content of the work.

Most activities are carried out through cooperative work, and teachers — if they deem it appropriate —
can make adjustments in terms of time if they feel that the work sessions are insufficient as originally
planned.
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Program

ACTIVITY 1

TANGIER: WELCOME TO FORTRESS EUROPE!

The students will carry out an empathy exercise to focus on some of
the human consequences involved when migrating in conditions of
inequality.

Activity for final levels of primary school (with adjustments) and secondary school

ACTIVITY 2

THE KASBAH OF ALGIERS: BETWEEN TAMAZIGHT AND FRENCH
The students will reflect on the situation of inequality experienced by the
Tamazight language and identify similarities with their immediate environment.
Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 3

TUNISIA: SUSTAINABLE TOURISM FOR RECOGNISING
LANGUAGES

The students will reflect on global tourism’s impact on the linguistic,
cultural and economic situation in a local context.

Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 4

TRIPOLI: BETWEEN PAST AND PRESENT

After researching different information, the students will relate the
political sphere with linguistic diversity.

Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 5

ALEXANDRIA: THE VIRUS OF LINGUISTIC UNIFORMITY

The students will reflect on the consequences of linguistic
uniformity.

Activity for final levels of primary school (with adjustments) and secondary school

ACTIVITY 6

JERUSALEM: DIVERSITY AND MULTIPLE IDENTITIES

After learning about the enormous linguistic and religious diversity of
the city of Jerusalem, the students will create a life history to identify
situations of multiple identities in their immediate environment.
Activity for secondary school
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ACTIVITY 7

PALESTINE - ISRAEL: BUILDING BRIDGES, KNOCKING DOWN WALLS
Drawing on their reflections, the students will identify good
practices linked with the potentials of languages and aimed at
finding a peaceful solution to the conflict between Israel and
Palestine.

Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 8

LEBANON: BUILDING LINGUISTIC IDENTITY FROM REFUGEE
STATUS

The students will carry out an empathy exercise to discover the
existing implications between being a refugee and building a
linguistic identity.

Activity for final levels of primary school (with adjustments) and secondary school

ACTIVITY 9

CYPRUS: BETWEEN TWO REALITIES

Focusing on Cyprus, students will increase their knowledge about
a dividing border in the same land and reflect on its human,
linguistic, cultural and religious consequences.

Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 10

ISTANBUL: LEARNING NEW WORDS

The students will critically reflect on processes of linguistic exchange
and acquisition in scenarios of equality and inequality.

Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 11

ATHENS: BUILDING A CONTEMPORARY AGORA

After learning about the functions performed by the Agora of Athens,
the students will identify immediate examples for visualising the
potentials of linguistic diversity today.

Activity for secondary school
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ACTIVITY 12

DURRES: AN INTERVIEW FOR LEARNING ABOUT US

After conducting an interview, the students will learn about some of
the strategies that people of immigrant origin use to feel recognised
in their new context.

Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 13

THE DALMATION COAST: THE DISAPPEARANCE OF A LANGUAGE
This activity promotes an empathy exercise among the students so
they may study and critically reflect on the situation of languages that
are threatened or disappear.

Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 14

MARSEILLE: THE DANGERS OF LINGUISTIC STANDARDISATION
Using the lyrics of a song, the students will critically reflect

on the situation of Occitan and the dangers and detrimental
consequences of linguistic standardisation on local minority
languages.

Activity for secondary school

ACTIVITY 15
SUMMARY ACTIVITY: CONCLUSIONS FROM THE JOURNEY

GLOSSARY OF CONCEPTS
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Presentation

Today, Carme is out sailing. She is finally taking another ride on the boat in which she went out many
times with her grandfather when she was little, sailing along the coasts of Albufera de Valencia. She
is so excited!

For several years now, people have started bringing back this traditional means of sailing along the
Spanish coastline, which was becoming lost with the advent of motorboats. More and more young
people are taking an interest in sailboats, which is how a tradition stretching back thousands of years
will not vanish into history.

The day is quiet and the sea is calm, but then a strong gust of wind unexpectedly causes Carme to lose
control of her boat and it goes adrift. She doesn’t have much experience and she’s a bit frightened.
She thought that her trip around Albufera would be as placid as it was when she was a child, when
she saw it as a little lake around which her family had lived for generations. She is unable to orient
herself and she doesn’t have any satellite-based guidance system with her.

After a few hours of sailing, she falls asleep in the boat. When she opens her eyes, she finds herself
at the port of Algeciras. She is surrounded by fishermen who ask her where she comes from, and she
replies that she is from Valencia. The fishermen, many of whom have hands twice the size of Carme’s,
cannot conceal their great surprise. They ask: “How is it possible that you made it all the way here in
a sailboat?” The oldest and most experienced fishermen smile and say: “It's been a long time since
we used them! What great memories!”

José, an old fisherman who is now retired, offers to fix the main mast, which was broken by the gale.
Meanwhile, he explains some stories about the Mediterranean. Carme thinks: These fishermen are al-
ways ready to tell a good story... like my grandfather... Once the sail is fixed, José shows her some tech-
niques necessary for taking better advantage of the winds. He also gives her some advice on orientation.

Carme is excited because she has decided to undertake the trip, but she still doesn’t know what the
next port will be because she doesn’t want to return to Albufera right away. Her eyes shine with excite-
ment as she sets out on an adventure in which she hopes to learn all she can from what the Mediter-
ranean has in store for her.

Map of the languages of the Mediterranean, from the exhibition “The Sea of Languages: Speaking in the Mediterranean”
(Barcelona, 9 May to 1 June 2008)



